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Construction of the San Lorenzo River Parkway Phase III/Trestle Trail Project has greatly increased 
active transportation and use of the San Lorenzo Riverwalk—an important Santa Cruz alternative 
transportation corridor. In replacing an aging 4-foot wide wooden pedestrian walkway, it provides a 
continuous, convenient, safe and comfortable pathway for cyclists and pedestrians between the 
Riverwalk levee and downtown Santa Cruz and between the Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk and the 
Seabright area. The project is helping to increase walking, biking and safety in Santa Cruz while serving 
a wide spectrum of users. 
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The “Trestle Trail” was also the historic first segment of the Coastal Rail Trail to be built. The Coastal 
Rail Trail includes many projects that, together, will provide a 32-mile long separated 
bicycle/pedestrian path along the coast and is a part of the Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation 
Commission’s Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Network Master Plan providing the community with 
a car-free transportation alternative and greater coastal access. 
 

              
 
The Trestle Trail was designed to be cantilevered from the existing bridge saving over $4 million 
compared to the 2013 conceptual Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail Master Plan, not to mention 
saving considerable time over permitting and construction of a project in the river.  
 
Former Secretary of the California Natural Resources Agency John Laird secured a grant for $550,000 
for this first Coastal Rail Trail project. Transportation Development Act funds and Measure D tax dollars 
funded the remainder of the $2 million Trestle Trail Project cost. Thus, the entire community 
contributed project funding from local taxpayers through city, county and state agencies.  
 
Equally important was project support from agencies/groups including Santa Cruz County Land Trust, 
Friends of the Rail and Trail, Ecology Action and Bike Santa Cruz County who fought over 20 years to 
see the Coastal Rail Trail break ground despite delays caused by a small but well-heeled and ardent 
opposition group. 
 

 
 

https://sccrtc.org/projects/multi-modal/monterey-bay-sanctuary-scenic-trail/mbsst-master-plan/
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The groundbreaking promotion conducted by the City and Friends of the Rail and Trail resulted in over 
300 community members attending the event with abundant media coverage: KSBW/NBC/ABC; 
KION/CBS; Santa Cruz Sentinel. 
 
 

 
 
 

The new multiuse Trestle Trail pathway is 10 feet wide and was designed to be light and durable. Light-
weight Fiber Reinforced Polymer (FRP) decking was selected as the building material instead of 
concrete in order to provide ease of assembly and eliminate the potential of concrete entering the 
water during construction. The lightweight FRP panels for the deck also minimized the load added to 
the existing trestle which was built in 1903. 
 
 

          
 

https://cityofsantacruz.sharefile.com/d-s26a124a27ce4a29a
https://cityofsantacruz.sharefile.com/d-s4d7078fbeef4e9eb
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2019/01/10/santa-cruz-trestle-widening-hailed-as-first-coastal-rail-trail-segment/
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Like the previous 4-foot wide wooden walkway, the replacement structure is approximately 300-feet 
long and connects to the existing concrete access ramps at each end of the bridge. The existing 
concrete ramp on the western end was constructed approximately four years ago, and was designed to 
accommodate the wider pathway. The existing concrete ramp on the eastern end was constructed 
approximately 30 years ago and upgraded as part of this project to improve the connection and flow of 
pedestrian and bicycle traffic. 
  

           
 

Eastern end with construction protections 
 

 
 

Western end with construction protections 
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The general approach for construction was to remove the existing wooden walkway, and install a new, 
wider galvanized steel structural system, minimizing the impact on the existing historic trestle 
structure. The replacement path is supported by a similar steel cantilever structure connected to the 
trestle trusses and primary support girders.  
 
 

      
  
 
New gusset plate supports were welded to the existing bridge steel in two locations for each new 
support structure. No other field welding or drilling of the bridge steel was required. The remainder of 
the connections were all field bolted. The field bolted connections facilitated site fit-up of smaller, 
easily transported modular components. The steel parts were all site fitted and then shipped offsite for 
galvanizing. 
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There was no new construction in the river and no modification to the existing pilings or abutment 
footings supporting the trestle bridge. New braced support pedestals were installed on top of the 
existing piers and abutments. The base plate assemblies were fit like a puzzle amongst the existing 
truss bearings and braces. Similar to the cantilever supports, the pedestal frames are entirely bolted 
and anchored with epoxy set anchor rods into the existing concrete.  
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The Coastal Commission required that construction be completed before Memorial Day in order to 
provide a safe pathway for the public during the busy summer months. The Trestle Trail softly opened 
on Friday, May 17, 2019, one week ahead of schedule and under budget. The official City ribbon-
cutting celebration took place on Wednesday, May 22— marking a special National Public Works Week 
for the City. 
 

 
 

The ribbon-cutting was as successful as the groundbreaking with several hundred community members 
present and six speakers led by Santa Cruz Mayor Martine Watkins. It concluded with an inaugural Bike 
Ambassador ride over the new multiuse pathway. The media extended the event’s reach: 
KSBW/ABC/NBC; KION/CBS; Santa Cruz Sentinel. 
 

 

 

https://cityofsantacruz.sharefile.com/d-s961b8d519774d32b
https://cityofsantacruz.sharefile.com/d-se255ae76a004f36a
https://www.santacruzsentinel.com/2019/05/21/photo-santa-cruzs-ribbon-cutting-ceremony-celebrates-coastal-rail-trail-phase/
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The Trestle Trail supports the City’s Go Santa Cruz initiative which includes the municipality’s ongoing 
work to expand active transportation facilities and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. It is also part of 
the City’s 2020 Climate Action Plan aimed at reducing greenhouse gases by 30% over a 10-year period. 
      
The impacts of the project on the City’s bicyclist modality may well help Santa Cruz move from its 
current Gold Bicycle Friendly Community designation to a Platinum rating before long. 
 
 

     

 
The Santa Cruz community continues to express keen appreciation for the San Lorenzo River Parkway 
Phase III/Trestle Trail Project and how it has improved their quality of life. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

In 2016 the League of American Bicyclists awarded the City of Santa 
Cruz a Bicycle Friendly Community Gold Award based on the City’s 
strong commitment to bicycling evidenced by arterial streets with 
bike lanes, ratio of bicycle to road network mileage, bicycle advocacy 
group activity and development of an active transportation plan. 
Santa Cruz is one of only four cities in California recognized with the 
Bicycle Friendly Community Gold Award. The highest ranking awarded 
to date is Platinum, held by Davis in California and just four other 
cities nationwide.  

 


